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1972:
Watauga College

• Residential, Co-Ed

• Alternative to Gen Ed

• Interdisciplinary

• Team-Teaching

• “Experimental”

• Housed under General College



1973: 
“Interdisciplinary 
Programs”

• General Studies

• Business, Individually Designed

• Science

• Social Science



1979: 
Bud Gerber’s Bulletin “Error”



1983: 
B.A. in Interdisciplinary Studies



By 2000-2001:

 Fourteen 
Concentrations

• American Studies

• Appalachian Studies

• Environmental Policy & 
Planning

• Individually Designed

• International Studies: 
Asia

• International Studies: 
Eastern Europe, Russia 
& Central Asian Studies

• International Studies: 
Germany

• International Studies: 
Latin America

• International Studies: 
Modern Europe

• International Studies: 
Third World

• Liberal Studies: Classical 
Period

• Liberal Studies: Modern 
Period

• Urban Studies

• Women’s Studies



The Big Move “Out” in
2008-2009….

• Department (in CAS since 
1989) Dissolved, Programs 
Moved to University College

• Separate Majors for 
Appalachian Studies, Global 
Studies, Sustainable 
Development, & Women’s 
Studies

• Down to 6 Concentrations

• Restructured again in 2013

… and “Back” in 2013-2014!



From Then 
to Now….

• 2014-2015: First Chair Hired for New 
Department (That’s Me!)

• 2016-2017: End of Concentrations 
(technically, one concentration: 
“Individually Designed”)

• 2020-2021: B.S. in Interdisciplinary Studies
• 30 semester-hours of individually-designed 

coursework, vs. 24 semester-hours for the B.A.
• B.A. vs. B.S. approved through both advisor 

and department, along with the program of 
study

• Designed without concentration with the 
assumption that all degrees are individually 
designed

• 2021-2022: Proposal to change names of 
both degrees from “Interdisciplinary 
Studies” to “Individually Designed”



Shot Down by the 
College of Arts & Sciences

•The End of Interdisciplinary Studies, 
AKA:  Stay in Your Lane

• “Interdisciplinary studies” is not what we 
are currently doing, and it is not 
recognizable to students

• Current focus on emerging disciplines and 
parallel programs at other universities

•There is No There There,                  
AKA: Get Off My Turf

• Other degree programs have 
interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary, and 
individually designed concentrations

• Approval process to ensure focus, 
substance, viability, and non-duplication



Now What?

• 2022-2023: New chair for Department of Interdisciplinary 
Studies: Dr. Maria Pramaggiore; pause in name change plans

• As of Spring 2023: 21 B.S. and 23 B.A. students

• Regardless of name, we will continue to serve students as 
an individually designed degree program

• This semester’s statements of intent include programs in: 
Arts Marketing, Community Outreach & Engagement, 
Documentary Photography, Movement Studies, Social 
Entrepreneurship, Studies in Lifestyle Medicine, 
Sustainable Arts Practice, and User Experience 

• 2023-2024: University College will launch a B.S. in Professional 
Studies, further distinguish “Individually Designed” from 
completion degree

• 2024-2025: and onward: Integrating  Census of U.S. 
Individualized Postsecondary Programs findings into our 
ongoing strategic planning


