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What is ISF? T VA

e Problem-based, research-driven program %‘%‘%‘%‘i

° Usets)linterdisciplinary approach to a global ﬂvﬁﬂvﬁﬂvﬁ
problem
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o Lens from multiple fields
o Generate diverse perspectives for
comprehensive analysis
e Personal advising
e (Capstone senior thesis
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Discovery of
Interdisciplinary Studies
Field (ISF) at UC Berkeley

Step 1:
Berkeley



About Me

e Interested in Health Ethics

e Noticed differences in approaches to
healthcare in developed vs
developing countries

e Wanted to study this global problem

ISF was the perfect fit -- offers a tailored
course of study based on student’s
interest of a global problem




<

\/>
AN
/

i
ol

[
e

\V/

Q

N

N
\/

9%

L
¥

\/

Q)

N

</
\/

Y%

S

\/

5

<

</

9%

[
¥

\/

Q

VA

N

/>
i
\/

5

/>
N
Y/

ey

/\

Step 2:
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Design course load and

select advisor
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. BSRAR IR A
Requirement Breakdown ‘V&‘V&‘V&‘Vk
Pre-Requisites “Disciplines” “World Regions” 4“"“"“"“{
(one of ~15) (one of ~15) ‘V&‘V&‘V&

Uppe.r Division . ISF 1.0|0Ak:] I I 4“’4“‘4“
Requiremen ts Introduction to 'Sé\%cglz;s':'s eory & Cultura ‘V&‘Vﬁ"h
ISF 100B-K: 4“"“”“‘

(one of the 10) ‘V&‘Vk

20 units from 3 disciplines d“d“

| ducti ISFR1 . h Method ‘V&‘Vh"&

ntroduction tIZF 1e:ce;arc ethods Av &%x%x%z
IAIAIAAS




Personalized Courseload

Lower Division

Upper Division

ISF Social/Cultural Anthropology*
Modern History of Latin
America* Health and Development*
Membership and Migration* Social, Political and Ethical Issues in
Health and Medicine*
Social Theory and Cultural Analysis*
Introduction to Interdisciplinary
Research Methods*
Poverty and Population*
History and Practice of Human Rights*
Research | Introduction to Statistics Independent Study and Research

Analytic Geometry and Calculus

L Xi AN

KEY:
Anthropology
Sociology

Legal Studies
Public Health
History

ISF
Mathematics
* for ISF credit




Advisor Assignment

e Amm Quamruzzaman
o  Faculty Advisor and Lecturer, ISF
o Teaches courses on research methods and
other specialties
o  Personally advises students throughout
their capstone theses

e Patrick Civello
o  Student Academic Advisor, ISF
o  Recruits, organizes and supports
prospective and current students, assigns to
advisor most relevant to interest

e Rakesh Bhandari
o  Director and Faculty Advisor, ISF
o Teaches entry ISF courses for new students
o Manages ISF department needs




SCIENCEINSIDER = ASIA/PACIFIC

Outbreak of virus from China declared
global emergency

After rejecting the label twice, the World Health Organization now calls spread
of new coronavirus a Public Health Emergency of International Concern

30 JAN 2020 - BY KAl KUPFERSCHMIDT
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What the pandemic told us S
aboutttthe':ack of he;Ith equity 4“;%;‘;#;‘;%;‘;%!
COVID - 11 R\ek. CONTINUYM 4“‘4“‘4“‘4“

LOWER. RISk HIGHER RSK. §VQ§VQ§VQ

0o o 30-49 50 — 04 To+r > 4“4“‘4“
SocaoeLOMOmiC . " : - ‘V&‘V&‘V&
Status < £W]: 4o o 2201 > 4“4“4“{
Worooy  Clileterate 1ow Vieenoy fvoronaly Wesoke  leeare > ‘Vh"&
s, G D CSOCAK
SRR

S“VS{‘E”\&?QWN< R T Y T | %2‘*”&% o &%xgx‘xei
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Step 3:

Design a capstone
senior thesis

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII









Theoretical Framework §Vﬁ§vﬁﬁvﬁﬁvﬁv§v§

Economics Public Health Technology

Only a multi-faceted approach is able to
find solutions to the problem!
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Concept Map %‘

PUBLIC HEALTH

« How d0 SDoH 2 s\mo\e,w\ic/
factoes influence outcome? X
\NM 0Re, e

AV,
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AV VAYVAY

XK
AFAS
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S 0k QPeATRR A‘

ECONOM\ U 2\SL. O 0dveese dﬁeﬂ&”./? \ VA

«How a0es the commodificakion of owkcwr tow OTHEES" 4

nepwncare NEwen c% s accesoility OVTCOME A“
o ineqwit

TECHNOLOGY Wiy A0 Individvals / W A‘

. \nowi difternt levels V‘

* Ao eSOUL RS X fechwnologies oF ACtess to WeRlineare =1
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Analysis Modeling Wi,
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Data from The World Bank “Our World in Data; COVID-19"

e Model1: PH=DO KEY:

Interdisciplinary model provides most comprehensive

model for disease predictions
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Pros:

Encourages student creativity
Exposure to diverse disciplines
Undergraduate research
experience

Intense faculty advising
available

Flexible declaration

Focuses on a global problem

Cons:

Lack of direction
Lack of peer advising
Specificity of course content






Questions?
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