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American students need to learn to think across disciplines since that’s where most new breakthroughs are made.
� —Thomas Friedman, New York Times columnist and author

The CUNY BA program allowed me to study courses that could build a strong foundation to pursue a career in Physical 
Therapy. I chose an area of concentration in Exercise Science, and was afforded the opportunity to take courses at 
different CUNY campuses. This broadened my knowledge on Physical Therapy and strengthened my graduate school 
applications. I’ve been accepted to The University of Southern California, which has one of the top Physical Therapy 
Programs in the United States. The CUNY Baccalaureate program prepared me for the next phase of my education!
� —Craig Dwelling, Exercise Science
�  Home College: New York City College of Technology
� Mentor: Andrew Alto, Department of Health Sciences, Lehman College

ABOUT CUNY BACCALAUREATE FOR UNIQUE AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

In the late 1960s, a group of faculty and students asked CUNY to allow individual faculty and students to 
define programs of study, with access to courses across campuses. On Feb. 22, 1971, the NYS Board of Higher 
Education authorized a University-wide B.A.; soon after, the B.S. was approved. First known as the CUNY 
Baccalaureate Program and renamed CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies in 2008,  
the degree is commonly called CUNY BA.

Faculty mentoring is the cornerstone. Over 400 professors mentor students as they build their individualized 
degrees, which have ranged from American Revolutionary History to Zoological Photography. Student-  mentor 
opportunities have proven invaluable in the personal development of CUNY BA students, leading to independent 
research projects, internships, and study abroad opportunities.

CUNY BA has received grants from: the Diamond, Ford, International Study Abroad, and The William 
Randolph Hearst Foundations; the Council for Adult and Experiential Learning; Google, Inc.; The CUNY 
Consortium for the Study of Disabilities; and CUNY Workforce Development Initiative. CUNY BA was 
recognized by the University Design Consortium, an international organization that challenges public universities 
to develop innovative strategies to address complex issues, and nationally as a top military-friendly institution. 
In addition, CUNY BA was instrumental in CUNY receiving grants from NASA and the U.S. Department of 
Education for facilitating degrees in Space Science and Middle Eastern Studies.

CUNY BA has its own academic fellowship established by the Thomas W. Smith Foundation and has 
received a multi-million dollar bequest from the Barbara J. Price estate for fellowships. Since 1994, CUNY BA 
has funded over 1000 students. With the continued support of the Smith and Price funds we can increase these 
numbers for academically superior CUNY BA students.

Almost fifty years later, the goal of helping students and faculty pursue intellectual innovation continues. 
There are over 7,500 alumni; the majority report that they have received raises and promotions or have 
successfully changed careers, have gone on to graduate school, and are working in careers related to their self- 
designed studies. It’s no wonder that during the program’s 2010 reaccreditation, the Middle States Commission 
on Higher Education called CUNY BA “The gem of the University”!

cunyba.cuny.edu

http://www.cunyba.cuny.edu
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A MESSAGE FROM THE  
ACADEMIC DIRECTOR

We are finding ourselves in unique and challenging times but it is perhaps 
particularly demanding for those of you who our graduating. The uncertainty 
of daily life, unemployment, social interactions, and for many even putting 
food on the table are overwhelming challenges facing those who are being 
awarded degrees today.

It is impossible to know what the future holds but what I do know is that 
all of you are truly remarkable individuals – you are not only intelligent and 
smart but also determined and focused. You have earned a degree that reflects 
who you are and what you wish your life to be. 

Whatever your paths and where they may lead, your CUNYBA degrees are 
part of this journey. Use what you have learned and develop that into life-long 
discovery, for it is only through consistent and continuous learning that our 
lives have meaning and substance.

It is all too obvious during the COVID-19 pandemic that those who 
think “out of the box” are the true leaders. Of all CUNY graduates, therefore, 
CUNYBA students, with your individualized and interdisciplinary degrees, 
epitomize such creative thinking. You are truly our hope for a better, thoughtful, 
compassionate and meaningful future.

In the spirit of commencement, you are leaving something behind but also 
opening new doors and paths. We are thankful to have been part of the first 
stage of what, I am sure, will be an exciting and fulfilling journey with perhaps 
obstacles but also great opportunities. Seize them all with clarity and fortitude 
and appreciate every moment.

Congratulations!

Kim J. Hartswick 
Academic Director
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2019

Valerie F. Avellino 
Legal and Investigative Studies

Zachary A. Fine 
Nietzschean and Freudian Philosophy/
Aesthetics and History of Visual Arts 

Liam P. Giordano 
Public Policy/Philosophical Ethics

Madeline N. Noi 
Psychosocial Media Marketing

Jesse Noppe-Brandon  
Comparative Thought

Michele Wells 
Performing the African Diaspora 

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2019

Jessica M. Castro 
Mechanical Engineering and Theater Design

Kindra E. Cooper  
Political Economics

 Rachiim J. Grant  
Economics and Business Communication

Jing Li 
Behavioral Finance and Economics

Naomi Lowe 
Urban Economics with Applied Mathematics

Yelva Muller 
Legal Advocacy and Communication

Nicole Lynn O’Donnell 
Human Development/Education Advocacy

JeriAnne Vestuto 
Somatic Healing

Mindy Wu 
E-Commerce Management

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE JANUARY 2020

De’Anna M. Alston 
Art and Gender

Carly Burton 
Critical Identity Studies

Ryan Chung  
Japanese Media and Culture

Daisy Enid Crispin 
Intersectional Studies/Political Philosophy

Mitsunari Iwabuchi Cruz 
Japanese Language and Culture

Hannah S. Da Silva 
Mind, Body and Movement

Natasha Danielian  
Cross-Cultural Multimedia Storytelling

Mark Koegel 
Multimedia Design/Business and Social Marketing

Kimberly E. Martinez 
Japanese Translation and Interpretation/

Applied Linguistics

Roxanne Dawn Pirraglia 
Japanese Language and Culture/Web Development

Molly A. Ranson 
Self and the Sacred: Psychological Dimensions 

of Religion and the Performing Arts

Sasha N. White  
Evil, Heroism and Justice in Russian Literature
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE JANUARY 2020

Taylor Alexis Baker 
Digital Art and Design/Creative Storytelling

Daniel Aaron Baruch 
Public Markets and Global Conflicts

Christina Burnette 
Musical Theatre

Lawrence G. Castillo 
Media Studies/Computer Science

Nettie Elenion 
Astrophysics

David Elkin-Ginnetti 
Sound Studies

Ann Marie A. Giuliano 
Sustainable Business and Retail

Shuki Hasson  
International Business and 

Corporate Marketing Design

Kacia R. Jones 
Social Justice Education/Business Management

Mahmoud Khedr 
Social Entrepreneurship

Aaron Leavy Klauber 
International Studies

Kiara Marmolejos 
Biochemistry

William Muldro 
ASL Linguistics and Educational Instruction

Nicolas C. Negron 
Adapting Stories for Film and Theater

Siera J. Whitaker 
Creative Content Strategies/Business Management

Shanique Williams 
Urban Social Welfare and Community Advocacy 

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE JUNE 2020*

Briann C. Alexis 
English/Social Anthropology

Lilian Al-Keswani 
Cultural and Social Anthropology/Biochemistry

Derek Basler 
Middle Eastern Studies/Politics, Media and Culture

Jessica Castillo 
Interntional Criminology/Social Deviance

Robert Michael Cleary 
American Studies/Critical Studies

Melissa Rose Corning 
Language and Communication Science/ 

Gender and Health

Emilia Decaudin 
Political Theory/Intellectual History

Miriam D. El 
Social Work/Political Science and Theory

Karizma A. Fleurimond 
Community and Behavioral Health

Margaret Floss 
Socio-Political Approaches to Climate Change

Yanniv Tzuriel Frank 
Performing and Visual Arts

Joseph Gary Gofman  
Biology and Psychopathology

Megan Jean Louis 
Biomedical Ethics/Multicultural Psychology

Evalaurene Jean-Charles 
Sociology of Educational Inequity/ 

Social Justice in Underserved Communities

*Subject to successful completion of degree requirements.
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE JUNE 2020*

Jor Kane 
Creative and Critical Writing

Nina Jessica Kayzman 
Behavioral Science and Criminal Justice

Carlos Enrique Laban 
Japanese Animation Production

Samuel Milton Liff 
Cognitive Science/Yiddish Studies

Gemma R. Maver 
Evolution of American Media

Gabriela Montano  
Youth Justice Studies/Comparative Prison Studies

Kristi Nanco 
Social Problems 

Lely Nourmania 
Children Studies/Public Affairs

Abir Petiwala 
Middle Eastern Studies/ 

French Language and Literature

Grace A. Ronan 
Biology/Literature

Gessy Saget 
French Language

Pamela Corinne Savino 
Musical Theatre

Jerry Sebastian  
Bioinformatics

Alexandra Shoneyin 
Visual Studies/Critical Theory

Sharon Tang 
Bioethics/Behavioral Neuroscience

Andrey Troegubov 
International Business Law/Russian-French Translation

Kemin Lee Tso 
Japanese Language and Culture

Vinila Varghese 
Race and Criminal Justice/Philosophy and Law

Pedro Vasquez 
Publishing/English Writing

Jia Yin Yao 
Japanese Language, Culture and Translation

Kelly Yuen 
Environmental Management and Policy/

Japanese Language and Culture

Caroline Zuba 
Comparative Labor Studies

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE JUNE 2020*

Jessica Adjei 
Robotics and Artificial Intelligence

Owen Ahmed 
Computer Science/Computational Mathematics

Delaney Allen-Mills 
Health Science

 Blake Scott Aragon 
Sustainable Development/Media Studies

Gabrielle G. Ayala 
International Storytelling and Multimedia

Anik Baker 
Theatre Administrative Technology 

and Performance

Rebecca Coughlan 
Pop Music and Music Supervision

*Subject to successful completion of degree requirements.
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE JUNE 2020*

Manuel Crespo 
Urban Studies and Community Development

Sarah B. Dunford 
Technical Theatre and Engineering

Craig Visa Dwelling 
Exercise Science

Almitra Gasper 
Sociology of Urban Conflict

Stephanie Haring 
Performance Studies

Tania Hussain 
Biomedical Science/Literary Studies

Tasmia Hussain 
Biophysiology/Literary Studies

Samah Islam 
Narrative Medicine/Health Sciences

Zachary V. Kaplan 
Production for Television and Film/

Screen Writing for Television and Film

Diellza Kasimi 
Visual Communications

Fahad Kiani 
Information Technology and Network Security

Milagros Latorres 
Human Service Administration: 

Youth and Community

Taehun Lim 
Entrepreneurship in Technology

Emmelyne Louis 
Biology and Health Sciences

Irina Mashuryan 
Web Design and Visual Communications

Joseph Merolla 
Biological Anthropology

Molly Carol McKinney Miller 
Health and Well-being of Children and Youth

Cassandre Nordgren 
Theatre for Social Change

Trang Tran Huyen Pham 
Actuarial Science/Data Analytics

Alina Fernanda Picayo 
Linguistics

Auden R. Price-Dillon 
Mediterranean Studies

Alicia Raquel 
Dance and Choreography

Shakira N.Robertson 
Business and Media Studies

John Smith Sanon 
Legal Studies/Applied Linguistics

Frances Lexi Shacket 
Integrative Wellness

Sada Spence 
Social Design

Gary Lynn Tidwell 
Relgion, Ethics and White-Collared Crime/ 

US Conflict: Military, Terrorism 
and Organized Crime

Andrew Tsesis 
Computational Social Science

Paul Udler 
Business Marketing and Research

Kristen Vinculado 
Sustainable Social Development

Greicy Wong 
Consumer Behavior and Psychology/

Marketing Management

*Subject to successful completion of degree requirements.
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2020*

George Edward Graham 
Visual, Textual and Political Narratives

Glenn Rodriguez 
Public Policy and Service

Amber Scorah 
Religion/Literary Studies

Ashley Olivia B. Spence 
Cyber Crime and Security/Social Justice

Linda Zhu 
Biochemistry/Japanese Culture and Language

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2020*

Kawthar Abdullah 
Middle Eastern Studies/Internatinal Relations

Marc Avallone 
Business and Communication Media

Lucien Baskin 
The Black Freedom Movement/ 

Race, Geography and Public Policy 

Avi Adam Bulka 
Computer Science and Cyber Security

Emily Clayton 
Media Arts

Kimberly Devaney 
Arts and Cultural Management

Martin Garcia 
Digital Media Communications

Carolina Goris 
 Multimedia Production

Leslie Lima 
Primatology

Paulo Ortega 
Sustainable Business Development

Matthew J.Perez 
Entrepreneurship/Computer and Data Science

Elizabeth Soto 
 Biotechnology and Neurodegenerative Diseases

Arin Soukoule 
Digital Communications and Multimedia/

Japanese Language and Culture

Khari R. Telesford 
 Music Management

Eva Vanco 
Hospitaltiy Management and Accounting

Elizabeth Paula-Marie Vasquez 
Business Management Logistics

Gregory L. Williams 
Community-Centered Health Advocacy

*Subject to successful completion of degree requirements.
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THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK
CUNY BACCALAUREATE FOR UNIQUE AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

OFFICERS AND STAFF
James L. Muyskens, M.Div., Ph.D., Interim President, The Graduate School and University Center

Brian Peterson, B.S., M.P.A., Interim Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration,  
Dean for Academic Initiatives and Strategic Innovation, The Graduate School and University Center

Kim J. Hartswick, B.A., M.A., M.A., Ph.D., M.S.Ed., Academic Director 
Peter Altman, B.A., Coordinator of Admissions and Recruitment 

Ann Marie Doering, B.B.A., M.S.Ed., Associate Registrar
Kate McPherson, B.A., Senior Academic Advisor 
Rafal Szczurowski, B.A., M.A., Academic Advisor

Regina Matthews, B.A., Coordinator of Alumni Affairs, Scholarships and Special Events 
Analie Cruz, B.A., Assistant Program Officer

Nicholas Rios, A.A.S., Office Assistant

THE UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE
UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATOR MEMBERS

Lucinda Zoe, B.A., M.L.I.S., D.L.S., Senior University Dean and  
Vice Provost for Academic Programs and Policy

James L. Muyskens, M.Div., Ph.D., Interim President of The Graduate School and University Center 
Brian Peterson, B.S., M.P.A., Interim Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration,  

Dean for Academic Initiatives and Strategic Innovation, The Graduate School and University Center
Mary Corliss Pearl, B.A., M.Phil., Ph.D., Dean, Macaulay Honors College 

Martin J Burke, A.B., M.A., Ph.D., (ex officio) Chairperson, University Faculty Senate
Kathleen Barker, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., Vice Chair, University Faculty Senate

FACULTY MEMBERS
Margaret Carroll, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., Medgar Evers College 

Sharona A. Levy, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., Brooklyn College 
Jennifer Mangels, B.A, Ph.D., Baruch College

Joanne Spurza, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., Hunter College
Emily Tai, B.A., A.M., Ph.D., Queensboro Community College 
Joseph Ugoretz, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., Senior Associate Dean and  

Chief Academic Officer, Macaulay Honors College
Gerald Van Loon, B.S., M.B.A., Ph.D., New York City College of Technology

STUDENT MEMBERS
Lucien Baskin, Baruch College 
Emilia Decaudin, City College 

Macaulay Honors College
(Marvin) Yui Him Lo, Hunter College 
Gabriela Montano, John Jay College

Amber Rivero, John Jay College
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THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

CAMPUS COORDINATORS

Elaine Cataletto, B.B.A., M.B.A., Baruch College

Rolando Jorif, B.A., Ph.D., Borough of Manhattan Community College 

Shirley Skelt, B.A., M.S., Bronx Community College

Robert Booras, B.A., M.A., Brooklyn College 

Ana Vasovic, B.A., M.Phil., City College

Charles Jordan, B.A., M.A., Stella and Charles Guttman Community College 

Edwin Diaz, B.A., M.S.Ed., Hostos Community College

Maureen O’Conor, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., Hunter College 

Richard Haw, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Melissa Merced, B.A.,M.S.Ed., Kingsborough Community College 

Rafael Rosado, B.A., B.A., M.A., Herbert H. Lehman College

Georgette Brown, A.A., B.S., Medgar Evers College

Julian Williams, B.A., M.A., Ed.M., Ph.D., New York City College of Technology 

Mr. Richard Adams B.A., M.B.A., Queens College

Peter Bales, B.S., M.A., Ph.D., Queensborough Community College 

Julia Rothenberg, B.F.A., M.F.A., Ph.D., Queensborough Community College

June Cumberbatch, B.A., M.A., School of Labor and Urban Studies 

Otilia Abraham, B.A., M.A., School of Professional Studies

Suzy Shepardson, B.S., M.S., College of Staten Island 

Cynthia R. Haller, B.A., B.S., M.A., Ph.D., York College
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THE GRADUATE SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY CENTER ADMINISTRATION

James Muyskens, Ph.D., Interim President

Julia Wrigley, B.A., M.S., Ph.D., Interim Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs

Brian Peterson, B.S., M.P.A., Interim Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration,  
Dean for Academic Initiatives and Strategic Innovation 

Matthew G. Schoengood, A.B., M.P.A., Vice President for Student Affairs

Jay Golan, A.B., A.M., Vice President for Institutional Advancement and

Executive Director of The Graduate Center Foundation, Inc. 

Wendy DeMarco Fuentes, B.A., Interim Vice President for Communications and Public Affairs 

Pinar Ozgu, B.A., M.A., J.D., Interim Vice President for Institutional Equity and Human Resources

Lynette Phillips, B.A., J.D., Legal Counsel and Labor Designee

David Olan, A.B., M.S., M.M., D.M.A., Associate Provost and Dean for Academic Affairs

Joshua Brumberg, B.A., Ph.D., Dean for the Sciences

Yun Xiang, B.A., M.Ed., Ph.D., Associate Dean for Institutional Effectiveness

Elaine Montilla, A.A.S., B.A., M.S., Assistant Vice President for Information Technology and Chief 
Information Officer

David Boxill, B.A., M.S., Executive Director of Human Resources

Edith Gonzalez, B.A., M.A., M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D., Executive Director of Research and Sponsored Programs

Patti Myatt, A.B., M.A., M.A., PGCE, Executive Director of Academic Affairs

Emily Drabinski, B.A., M.S.L.I.S., M.A., Interim Executive Chief Librarian

Martin Ruck, B.S., M.A., Ph.D., Senior Advisor to the President for Diversity and Inclusion
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OFFICERS OF THE UNIVERSITY

Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, B.A., Ph.D., Chancellor

José Luis Cruz, Ph.D., Executive Vice Chancellor and University Provost

Hector Batista, B.A., Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Operating Officer 

Derek Davis, B.A., J.D., General Counsel and Senior Vice Chancellor for Legal Affairs

Glenda Grace, B.A., B.S., J.D., Senior Vice Chancellor for Institutional Affairs,  
Strategic Advancement and Special Counsel 

Matthew Sapienza, B.B.A., M.B.A., Senior Vice Chancellor and Chief Financial Officer

Allen Y. Lew, B.S., B. Arch., M.A.U.D., Senior Vice Chancellor of the Office for Facilities,  
Planning and Construction Management 

Pamela S. Silverblatt, B.S., J.D., Senior Vice Chancellor of Labor Relations

Brian Cohen, B.S., J.D., Vice Chancellor & University Chief Information Officer

Maite Junco, B.A., Vice Chancellor for Communications and Marketing

Richard R. White, B.A., J.D., Vice Chancellor for Risk, Audit and Compliance

Doriane K. Gloria, B.B.A., M.B.A., Vice Chancellor of Human Resources Management

Andrea Shapiro Davis, B.A., J.D., Vice Chancellor for University Advancement

Dolly Martinez, M.S., Chancellor’s Chief of Staff and Associate Vice Chancellor for the Executive Office
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THE COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS

Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, B.A., Ph.D., Chancellor

Graduate Schools, Honors College, and Professional Schools

James L. Muyskens, M.Div., Ph.D., Interim President, The Graduate School and University Center 

 Mary Lu Bilek, B.A., J.D., Dean, CUNY School of Law 

Sarah Bartlett, B.A., M.Phil., Dean, Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism

Mary Corliss Pearl, BA, M.Phil., Ph.D., Dean, Macaulay Honors College 

Gregory Mantsios, B.A., M.A., Ph.D, Founding Dean, CUNY School of Labor and Urban Studies

John Mogulescu, B.A., M.S.W., Dean, CUNY School of Professional Studies

Ayman El-Mohandes, MBBCh., M.Sc., M.D., M.P.H., Dean, CUNY Graduate School of  
Public Health and Health Policy  

The Senior Colleges

Mitchel B. Wallerstein, A.B., M.S., M.P.A., Ph.D., President, Bernard M. Baruch College 

Michelle J. Anderson, B.A., J.D., President, Brooklyn College

Vincent Boudreau, B.S., Ph.D., President, The City College of New York 

Daniel Lemons, B.A., M.A., Ph.D, Interim President, Herbert H. Lehman College

Jennifer J. Raab, B.A., M.P.A., J.D., President, Hunter College

Karol V. Mason, A.B., J.D., President, John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Rudolph F. Crew, B.A., M.S.Ed., Ed.D., President, Medgar Evers College

Russell K. Hotzler, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., President, New York City College of Technology 

William Tramontano, B.S., Ph.D., Interim President, Queens College

William J. Fritz, B.S., M.S., Ph.D., President, The College of Staten Island 

Berenecea Johnson Eanes, B.S., M.S.W., Ph.D., Interim President, York College

The Community Colleges

Karrin E. Wilks, B.A., M.Ed., Ed.D., Interim President, Borough of Manhattan Community College 

Thomas A. Isekenegbe, B.Sc., M.S., Ed.S., Ph.D., President, Bronx Community College

Scott E. Evenbeck, B.A., M.S., Ph.D., President, Stella and Charles Guttman Community College 

David Gómez, B.A., M.A., Ed.D., President, Eugenio María de Hostos Community College 

Claudia Schrader, B..A., MA.,Ed.D., Ph.D, President, Kingsborough Community College

Paul Arcario, B.A.,M.A., Ed.D., Interim President, Fiorello H. LaGuardia Community College

Timothy G. Lynch, B.A., Ph.D., Interim President, Queensborough Community College
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CUNY Baccalaureate wishes to thank our new and longstanding scholarship supporters: 

Thomas W. Smith Foundation

Barbara J. Price Trust

The William Randolph Hearst Foundation 

Dr. Nan Bauer-Maglin

Dan Daley ’86 

Ralfee Finn 

Kayhan Irani ’08

Richard and Mary Ketchum 

Padraig O’Donoghue ’04 

Barry Rosen

Pennell Somsen ’15

Stacey Simons ’02

Steven Suthiana ’09



Please join us on social media

  	

	 	 facebook.com/cunybac

 	 	 @cunybac

 	 	 @cunybac

	 #CUNYBA     #IamCUNYBA


