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“American students need to learn to think across disciplines since that’s where most new breakthroughs are made.”  
—Thomas Friedman, New York Times columnist and author  

  
  
  

ABOUT CUNY BACCALAUREATE FOR UNIQUE 
AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

In the late 1960s, a group of faculty and students asked CUNY to allow individual faculty and 
students to define programs of study, with access to courses across campuses. On February 22, 1971, 
the NYS Board of Higher Education authorized a university-wide B.A.; soon after, the B.S. was 
approved. First known as the CUNY Baccalaureate Program and renamed CUNY Baccalaureate for 
Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies in 2008, the degree is commonly called CUNY BA.  

Faculty mentoring is the cornerstone. Over 400 professors have mentored CUNY BA students as 
they have built their individualized degrees, which have ranged from American Revolutionary 
History to Zoological Photography. Student-mentor opportunities have proven invaluable in the 
personal development of CUNY BA students, leading to independent research projects, internships, 
and study abroad opportunities.  

CUNY BA has received grants from renowned foundations and organizations, and was recognized 
by the University Design Consortium, an international organization that challenges public 
universities to develop innovative strategies to address complex issues, and nationally as a top 
military-friendly institution. In addition, CUNY BA has its own academic fellowship established by 
the Thomas W. Smith Foundation and has received a multi-million-dollar bequest from the Barbara 
J. Price estate for scholarships and grants.  

Five decades later, the goal of helping students and faculty pursue intellectual innovation continues. 
There are over 8,000 alumni; the majority report that they have received raises and promotions or 
have successfully changed careers, have gone on to graduate school, and are working in careers 
related to their self-designed areas of study.  

cunyba.cuny.edu  
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ORDER OF EXERCISES  
  
  

PROCESSIONAL  
  

OPENING OF CEREMONY  
Emily Sohmer Tai 

Professor of History, Queensborough Community College  
Grand Marshal  

  
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Haley Strayer 
June 2026 Graduate  

  
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Jody Clark Vaisman  
           Academic Director, CUNY Baccalaureate  

  
ON BEHALF OF THE CUNY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Kerin E. Coughlin 
Executive Committee Member, University Faculty Senate 

 
ON BEHALF OF THE FACULTY MENTORS  

Eli Neugeboren 
Associate Professor, New York City College of Technology 

  
ON BEHALF OF THE GRADUATES  

Victoria Farrell 
June 2026 Graduate 

  
ON BEHALF OF THE ALUMNI 

Vasu Panicker 
             CUNY Baccalaureate, 2010; University of California-Berkeley, 2022 

Turnaround & Systems Strategist 
 

 PRESENTATION OF COMMENCEMENT AWARDS 
Brian A. Peterson 

Dean, CUNY Baccalaureate; Senior Vice President of Finance and Administration; Dean of Academic 
Initiatives and Strategic Innovation, The Graduate School and University Center 

& 
Jody Clark Vaisman  

           Academic Director, CUNY Baccalaureate 
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                                REMARKS TO THE GRADUATING CLASS 
  Joel P. Christensen 

        Provost and Senior Vice President, The Graduate School and University Center 
  

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES    
Malika M. Pegues 

CUNY Baccalaureate, 2022; Brooklyn College, 2024 
& 

Jody Clark Vaisman 
   Academic Director, CUNY Baccalaureate 

 
CONFERRING OF DEGREES  

Joel P. Christensen 
 Provost and Senior Vice President, The Graduate School and University Center 

  
CLOSING REMARKS  

Brian A. Peterson 
Dean, CUNY Baccalaureate; Senior Vice President of Finance and Administration; Dean of Academic 

Initiatives and Strategic Innovation, The Graduate School and University Center 
 

  
RECESSIONAL  

  

  
  

MARSHALS FOR THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION  
  

     Professor Emily Sohmer Tai, Chairperson of University Committee on CUNY Baccalaureate 
Grand Marshal 

    Peter Altman, Coordinator of Admissions and Recruitment  

Ann Marie Doering, Registrar  

Kate McPherson, Senior Academic Advisor  

Rafal Szczurowski, Academic Advisor  
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2025 

   
Megumi Arai 

Border and Belonging 
 

Amanda Lum 
Game Character Art 

Empress Peebles 
Performing Arts 

Context of Conflict 
 

Brian Wade 
Law and Psychological Anthropology 

 
  

     CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2025 
 

Hila Ben Shetrit 
Technology Management 

 
Jonathan Collins 

Business Entrepreneurship & Management 

Kimberly Devaney 
Fine Arts Studio and Cultural Management 

 
Romanus George 
Business Studies 

 
 

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE JANUARY 2026 
 

Sarah Boisjoli-Royer 
Social Research 

 
Sasha Chang 
Global Music 

 
Isabella Francine Craven 

Performing & Dramatic Arts 
 

Laurel Naomi Creighton 
Cinematic Performance 
Cinemas of Resistance 

 
Olivia Nicole Gennardo 

Dance 
Business Studies 

 
Shahriyar Islam 

Counseling Psychology 
Arabic Studies 

 
Kim Joseph Lonzo 

Legal Advocacy for Underserved Communities 

Royce Tyrell Robinson 
Acting 

Journalism 
 

Shea Stevenson 
Anthropology Fiction 

 
Irteza Tariq 

Language & Metaphysics 
Dance Technology and Composition 

 
Emilia Turek 

Environmental Studies 
 

Samiha Uddin 
Computational Neuroscience 

 
Margaret Elise Weeden 

Dance 
Business Media 
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE JANUARY 2026 
 

Ella Barr 
Dance Science 

 
Alvin P. Bishun 

Small Business Entrepreneurship 
 

Binty Diaoune 
Cultural Communication 

 
Luming Huang 

Tech Integration for Multidisciplinary Arts 
 

Thomas Kimmeth 
Cybersecurity 

Counter Terrorism 
 

Benicio U. Ladines 
Game Design Education 

 
Anthony Lau 

Computer Science and Software Engineering 
 

Jennifer Ludizaca 
Analytic Operations Management 

 
Byron Madera 

Narrative for Games 
 

Anton Mendelsohn 
Russian Studies 

Political Economy 
 

Laiba Nizami 
Health Studies 

Marketing and Management 
 

Elizabeth Phillips 
Earth and Environmental Science 

 
Debora Prisca Pierre 

Hospitality Operations Management 
Business Management 

 
Yaritza Sencion 

Music Composition 
Narrative Illustration 

 
Brandon Shane Smith 

Game Design Education 
 

Carlos Torres 
Game Design   

 

 
CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE JUNE 2026* 

 

Hasna H. Anonnya 
Behavioral Psychology 

Legal Studies 
 

Arlo Banta 
Environmental Philosophy 

Screenwriting 
 

Jack Duncan Cameron 
Social Epidemiology 

Neuroscience 
 

Daniella Canning 
Law and Technology 
Language in Policy 

 
Ricky Costas-Hernandez 

Business Analysis and Data Strategy 
 

Crystal Craigen 
Dance and Culture of the African Diaspora 

 
 

Glenn De la Cruz 
Art, Religion and Cultural Narratives 

 
Ekaterini Dupi 

Philosophy of Consciousness and Justice 
 

Karina I. Fernandez-Saito 
Ethics in Health and Culture 

 
Miguel José Frías 

Romance Language and Linguistics 
 

Eunice R. Gantt 
Media Journalism 

 
Caroline Hamrick 

Interdisciplinary Studies 
 

Ella Hauck 
Alternative Approaches to Wellness 

Construction of Social Policy 
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Bella Hope Hubbard 
Music 

Community Organizing 
 

Nelson Omogun Igunma 
Critical Social Studies  

 
Sumaya Jashim 

Urban Economics 
 

Samir Malik 
Decolonization Studies 

 
Daniel Jacobo Orejuela 
Mathematical Methods 

Modern Physics 
 

Enrique Pagan 
Character Design and Animation 

 
Alexandria Thylane Rohn 

Mind, Gender and Artificial Intelligence 
 

Zara Ali Cimone Scott 
Integrative Nutritional Psychology 

Studio Art: Mixed Media 
 

Kilhah St Fort 
Technology, Data and Society 

 
Haley Strayer 

Performing Arts 
 

Karen Thomas 
Technical Art 

 
Noel Xavier Vadi III 

History 
Film and Media 

 
Vladislav Vostrikov 
Quantum Mechanics 

Numerical Methods for Physical Sciences 
 

Gavi Zahler 
The Cognitive Canvas of Human Expression 

 
Deledda Zhao 

Computational Media 
Japanese Language and Culture 

 

 
CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE JUNE 2026* 

 
Raneem Abdelghafar 

Artificial Intelligence and Digital Marketing 
 

Andrew Acevedo 
Multimedia Storytelling 

Journalism 
 

Kia Elizabeth Bell 
Early Childhood Education 

Business Marketing and Entrepreneurship 
 

Loverta Brown 
Applied Computing and Software Systems 

 
Queen Carrasco 

Social Data Science 
Curatorial Studies 

 
Lily Cheng 

3D Game Character Art 
 

Bianca Costanzo 
Human Behavioral Biology 

 
Joanna Dammacco-Charles 
Game Art and Animation 

 

Adam Dong 
Game Design 

 
Victoria Farrell 

Human Centered Design and Media 
 

Eny'je Gill 
Cybersecurity 

 
Beth Simmons Graybill 

Investigations into Music, Art and Technology 
 

Jasmine Greenfield 
Applied Mathematics: Data Science and Cryptography 

Business Statistics & Quantitative Modeling 
 

Adina Hoffman 
Marine Biology 

 
Alvi Khan 
Biophysics 

 
Wiktor Kolakowski 

Game Design and Development 
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Matthew Kotkin 
Character Art 

 
Kai Lacerna 

Game Art Production 
 

Du S. Lam 
Game Narrative 

 
Pablo Lopez Duque 

Exercise Physiology and Nutrition Science 
 

Christine Mae 
Child Trauma Informed Counseling 

 
Laiba Mahmood 

Environmental Biology 
Geology  

 
Richard Nguyen 

Game Concept Art 
 

Noelle Patrice Ramsay 
Business of Media 

Sandra Saeteros 
Character Design 

 
Nia Aisha Nicole Savory 

The Black Moving Image: Theory 
The Black Moving Image: Practice 

 
Maliki Isra’el Searles 

Digital Communications and Multimedia 
 

Rachel Smith 
Marketing Strategy 
Computer Systems 

 
Chelsey Storteboom 
Child Development 

 
Michell Wu Feng 
Interaction Design 

Data Analytics 
 

Celine Zhang 
Innovation and Sustainability 

     

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2026* 

Kendra Lucille Calhoun 
Interdisciplinary Creative Arts 

 
Eternity Council 
Arts and Culture 
Diaspora Studies 

 
Nicholas Lau 

Mind, Consciousness and Eastern Thought 
 

Gianna Rose Reyes 
Entertainment Production  

 
Jonah Rurak 

Environmental Humanities 
 

Jennifer L. Tsuei 
American Studies 

 
Isaac D. Woon 
Scriptwriting 
Performance 

 
         CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2026* 

Daniel Jelani Foulen 
Data Visualization 

 
Enmanuel Guerrero 

Game Design and Programming 
 

Jaedah I. Hines 
Population Health and Public Policy  

 
 

Lamia Kerbal 
Forensic Accounting  

 
Cobe Liu 

Computational Physics and Conflict Modeling 
 

Vanusa Savaris 
Interpersonal and Group Communication 

Individuals with Communication Disorders and 
Disabilities 

 
*Subject to successful completion of degree requirements 
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CUNY BACCALAUREATE FOR UNIQUE AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

  
OFFICERS AND STAFF  

Joshua C. Brumberg, President, The Graduate School and University Center  
Joel P. Christensen, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, The Graduate School  

and University Center  
Brian A. Peterson, Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration, Dean for Academic Initiatives and 

Strategic Innovation, and Dean for CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies 
Jody Clark Vaisman, Academic Director  

Ann Marie Doering, Registrar 
Peter Altman, Coordinator of Admissions and Recruitment  

Kate McPherson, Senior Academic Advisor  
Rafal Szczurowski, Academic Advisor  

Tracy Mejia Urena, Scholarships and Events Specialist 
Analie Cruz, Assistant Program Officer 

Isabel Griffin, Office Assistant 

  
THE UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE  

 

UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATOR MEMBERS  
                 John Verzani, Chairperson, University Faculty Senate 

            Emily Sohmer Tai, Student Affairs Committee, University Faculty Senate (designee) 
Alicia M. Alvero, Executive Vice Chancellor and University Provost 

G. Michael Guy, University Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies (designee) 
Joshua C. Brumberg, President, The Graduate School and University Center 

Brian A. Peterson, Dean, CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies,  
The Graduate School and University Center (designee)  

Dara N. Byrne, Dean, William E. Macaulay Honors College 
  

FACULTY MEMBERS  
Bettina Carbonell, John Jay College 

Margaret Carroll, Medgar Evers College  
Alex Costley, York College 

Tamrah Cunningham, New York City College of Technology 
Sharona A. Levy, Brooklyn College  

Joanne Spurza, Hunter College  
Emily Sohmer Tai, Queensborough Community College 

  
STUDENT MEMBERS  

Leah Aguirre, Baruch College 
Aaron Benton, Medgar Evers College 

Aaron Kim, Hunter College 
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CAMPUS COORDINATORS 

  
Elaine Cataletto, Baruch College  

Rolando Jorif, Borough of Manhattan Community College  
Shirley Skelt, Bronx Community College  

Robert Booras, Brooklyn College  
Ana Vasovic, City College  

Dina Pattelli, College of Staten Island  
                      Charles Jordan, Guttman Community College  

Rafael Rosado, Lehman College  
Edwin Diaz, Hostos Community College  

Maureen O’Conor, Hunter College  
Richard Haw, John Jay College of Criminal Justice  

Robert Schacter, Kingsborough Community College 
Karen Miller, LaGuardia Community College  

Georgette Brown, Medgar Evers College  
Julian Williams, New York City College of Technology 

Richard Adams, Queens College  
Peter Bales, Queensborough Community College  

                 Julia Rothenberg, Queensborough Community College  
Chris Washington, School of Labor and Urban Studies  
Jaye-Anne Sartoretto, School of Professional Studies  

Cynthia R. Haller, York College   
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THE GRADUATE SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY CENTER ADMINISTRATION  
  

Joshua C. Brumberg, President 
Joel P. Christensen, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs  

Brian A. Peterson, Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration, Dean for Academic Initiatives and 
Strategic Innovation, and Dean for CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies  

Wendy DeMarco Fuentes, Vice President for Institutional Advancement and Communications 
Matthew G. Schoengood, Vice President for Student Affairs  

Jose Noriega, Vice President for Information Technology and Chief Information Officer 
Kenneth Tirino, Vice President for Finance and Administration 

Suzanne Piper, Legal Counsel and Labor Designee  
Jessica Morak, Executive Director of Institutional Equity and Chief Diversity Officer 

Martin D. Ruck, Senior Advisor to the President for Diversity and Inclusion  
Julia Wrigley, Interim Associate Provost for Academic Affairs and Dean for Humanities and Social Sciences 

Brian R. Gibney, Dean for the Sciences 
Phyllis Schulz, Associate Provost and Dean of Financial Aid 

Mark E. Hauber, Executive Director, Advanced Science Research Center and  
Associate Dean for the Sciences 

Vincent Deluca, Director of Student Services and Senior Registrar 
Maura Smale, Executive Chief Librarian, Associate Dean 

David Boxill, Executive Director of Human Resources 
John Flaherty, Executive Director of Institutional Services and Director of Public Safety and Security 

  
THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 

OFFICERS OF THE UNIVERSITY  
  

Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, Chancellor  
Alicia M. Alvero, Executive Vice Chancellor and University Provost  

Hector Batista, Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Operating Officer, Acting Senior Vice Chancellor  
for Human Resources 

Derek Davis, Senior Vice Chancellor for Legal Affairs and General Counsel 
Kenneth Godiner, Senior Vice Chancellor for Budget, Finance and Labor Relations,  

and Chief Financial Officer 
Maite Junco, Senior Vice Chancellor for Communications and Marketing  

Sascha Owen, Senior Vice Chancellor for Strategy and Policy Implementation 
Lauren Andersen, Vice Chancellor for Career Engagement and Industry Partnerships 

Mohamed Attalla, Vice Chancellor for Facilities Planning, Construction and Management  
Eusebio Formoso, Vice Chancellor for Information Technology and University Chief Information Officer  

Todd Michael Galitz, Vice Chancellor for University Advancement 
Anne Lopes, Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic and Faculty Affairs  

Denise B. Maybank, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs  
Reine T. Sarmiento, Vice Chancellor for Enrollment Management  

Dermot Smyth, Vice Chancellor for Government Affairs 
Rosemarie D. Wesson, Associate Vice Chancellor and University Vice Provost for Research 

Rachel Stephenson, Chief Transformation Officer 
Dolly Martínez, Chancellor’s Chief of Staff and Associate Vice Chancellor for the Executive Office  

Anne M. Fenton, Secretary of the Board of Trustees 
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THE COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS 
  

Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, Chancellor  

  
Graduate and Professional Schools  

Joshua C. Brumberg, President, The Graduate School and University Center 
Carmen Renée Green, Dean, School of Medicine 

Natalie M. Gomez-Velez, Interim Dean, School of Law  
Dara N. Byrne, Dean, William E. Macaulay Honors College  

Lisa R. Braverman, Dean, School of Professional Studies  
Graciela Mochkofsky, Dean, Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism  

Ayman El-Mohandes, Dean, Graduate School of Public Health and Health Policy  
Gregory Mantsios, Founding Dean, School of Labor and Urban Studies  

  
  

 Senior Colleges  
Vincent G. Boudreau, President, The City College of New York  

Nancy Cantor, President, Hunter College  
Michelle J. Anderson, President, Brooklyn College  

Frank H. Wu, President, Queens College  
Milton Santiago, Interim President, New York City College of Technology  

Timothy G. Lynch, President, College of Staten Island  
Karol V. Mason, President, John Jay College of Criminal Justice  

Claudia V. Schrader, President, York College  
S. David Wu, President, Baruch College  

Fernando Delgado, President, Lehman College  
Patricia Ramsey, President, Medgar Evers College  

 
  

Community Colleges  
Larry D. Johnson, Jr., President, Bronx Community College 

Christine Mangino, President, Queensborough Community College
Anthony E. Munroe, President, Borough of Manhattan Community College 

Suri Duitch, President, Kingsborough Community College 
Kenneth Adams, President, LaGuardia Community College 

Elizabeth de León Bhargava, Interim President, Guttman Community College 
Daisy Cocco De Filippis, President, Hostos Community College 
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CUNY BACCALAUREATE WISHES TO THANK THE FACULTY MENTORS 
WHO GUIDE AND SUPPORT OUR STUDENTS IN THEIR UNIQUE  

EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY 
 

Larry Au 

Hosni Auji 

Tassneen Bashir 

Kelly M. Britt 

Robyn Brown-Manning 

Claudia Calhoun 

Dongshin Chang 

Zhonggi Cheng 

Dennis Delgado 

Paul Anthony Dennis 

Marit Dewhurst 

Geert Dhondt 

Yung-Yi Diana Pan 

Maura Donohue 

Alex Evangelista 

Adesina Fadairo 

Mikhail Favorov 

Mira Felner 

Hector Fernandez 

 

Nicholas Fortugno 

Mari Fujimoto 

Elisabeth Gareis 

Michael Gilliespie 

Joseph Gyan 

Daniel Harris 

Mark Hillery 

Hunter Johnson 

Jennifer Jolley 

Darvejon Jones 

Amr Kamal 

Ryan Keberle 

Timothy Keogh 

Omnia Khalil 

Ramzi Khuri 

Caitlin Kline 

Yakov Klots 

Nicole Kras 

Dara Laczniak 

Tara Lanni 

 

David Leventhal 

Melanie Lorek 

Abigail Lucien 

Jennifer Mangels 

Veronica Manlow 

Richard Melara 

Michael Menser 

Tiffany Merritt-Brown 

Ricardo Miranda 

Ken Miyano 

Saadia Mneimneh 

Alva Mooses 

Juno Morrow 

Eli Neugeboren 

Maura Nguyen 

Gregory O'Mullan 

Angela Piva 

Angela Polite 

Arabella Pollack 

Jesse Prinz 

 

Joseph Raclin 

Harold Ramdass 

Laura Rifkin 

Owen Roberts 

Susanna Rosenbaum 

Mehdi Samimi 

Shyamala Sethuram 

Larry Shore 

David Sitt 

Ioannis Stamos 

Anna Stetsenko 

Deyrn Strange 

Shiryn Sukhram 

Tony Swaim 

Sean Thatcher 

Adam Wandt 

Eileen White 

Danne Woo 

Tracy Zimmermann 
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CUNY BACCALAUREATE WISHES TO THANK OUR NEW AND 
LONGSTANDING SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTERS: 

  
Thomas W. Smith Foundation  

Richard and Mary Beth Ketchum  
The Estate of B. Diane Gibson ‘09 

Barbara J. Price Trust  
Eric Santiago ‘99 

Stacey Simons ‘02  
Pennell Somsen ‘15  
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HONOR YOUR GRADUATE WITH A DONATION TO 
CUNY BACCALAUREATE 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Or search “give” from 
cunyba.cuny.edu 
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              Please join us on social media 
 

@cunybac  
 

@cunybac 
 

                   @cunybac.bsky.social 
 

                     @CUNYBaccalaureate 
 

                     @CUNYBaccalaureate 
 

 
  

      #CUNYBA       #IamCUNYBA  
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