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“American students need to learn to think across disciplines since that’s where most new breakthroughs are made.”  
—Thomas Friedman, New York Times columnist and author  

  
  
  

ABOUT CUNY BACCALAUREATE FOR UNIQUE 
AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

In the late 1960s, a group of faculty and students asked CUNY to allow individual faculty and 
students to define programs of study, with access to courses across campuses. On February 22, 1971, 
the NYS Board of Higher Education authorized a university-wide B.A.; soon after, the B.S. was 
approved. First known as the CUNY Baccalaureate Program and renamed CUNY Baccalaureate for 
Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies in 2008, the degree is commonly called CUNY BA.  

Faculty mentoring is the cornerstone. Over 400 professors have mentored CUNY BA students as 
they have built their individualized degrees, which have ranged from American Revolutionary 
History to Zoological Photography. Student-mentor opportunities have proven invaluable in the 
personal development of CUNY BA students, leading to independent research projects, internships, 
and study abroad opportunities.  

CUNY BA has received grants from renowned foundations and organizations, and was recognized 
by the University Design Consortium, an international organization that challenges public 
universities to develop innovative strategies to address complex issues, and nationally as a top 
military-friendly institution. In addition, CUNY BA has its own academic fellowship established by 
the Thomas W. Smith Foundation and has received a multi-million-dollar bequest from the Barbara 
J. Price estate for scholarships and grants.  

Five decades later, the goal of helping students and faculty pursue intellectual innovation continues. 
There are over 8,000 alumni; the majority report that they have received raises and promotions or 
have successfully changed careers, have gone on to graduate school, and are working in careers 
related to their self-designed areas of study.  

cunyba.cuny.edu  
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ORDER OF EXERCISES  
  
  

PROCESSIONAL  
  

OPENING OF CEREMONY  
Emily Sohmer Tai 

Professor of History, Queensborough Community College  
Grand Marshal  

  
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

Laurel Naomi Creighton 
Current Student  

  
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Jody Clark Vaisman  
       Academic Director, CUNY Baccalaureate  

  
ON BEHALF OF THE GRADUATE SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY CENTER  

Joshua C. Brumberg 
President, The Graduate School and University Center 

  
ON BEHALF OF THE CUNY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

John Verzani 
Chairperson, University Faculty Senate 
CUNY Board of Trustees (Ex Officio) 

 
ON BEHALF OF THE FACULTY MENTORS  

Juan Battle 
Presidential Professor, The Graduate School and University Center 

  
ON BEHALF OF THE GRADUATES  

Nitu Farhin 
June 2025 Graduate 

  
ON BEHALF OF THE ALUMNI 

Ethan Frisch 
CUNY Baccalaureate, 2008; University of London, 2011 

Co-Founder & Co-CEO of Burlap & Barrel 
 

 PRESENTATION OF COMMENCEMENT AWARDS 
 Jody Clark Vaisman  

        Academic Director, CUNY Baccalaureate 
 & 

Malika M. Pegues 
CUNY Baccalaureate, 2022; Brooklyn College, 2024 
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REMARKS TO THE GRADUATING CLASS 

Norman Carey 
Interim Provost and Senior Vice President, The Graduate School and University Center 
  

CONFERRING OF DEGREES  
Joshua C. Brumberg 

   President, The Graduate School and University Center 
  

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES    
Jody Clark Vaisman 

Academic Director, CUNY Baccalaureate 
& 

Malika M. Pegues 
CUNY Baccalaureate, 2022; Brooklyn College, 2024 

 
CLOSING REMARKS  

Jody Clark Vaisman  
       Academic Director, CUNY Baccalaureate  

  
RECESSIONAL  

  

  
  

MARSHALS FOR THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION  
  

Professor Emily Sohmer Tai, Chairperson, University Committee on CUNY Baccalaureate, 
Grand Marshal  

Peter Altman, Coordinator of Admissions and Recruitment  

Ann Marie Doering, Registrar  

Kate McPherson, Senior Academic Advisor  

Rafal Szczurowski, Academic Advisor  
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2024 

   
Gershon Engel 

International and Middle East Studies 
Documentary Film 

 
Milton Jones 

Theatre - Acting and Directing 

Charlie Le Grice 
International Human Rights and Ethnolinguistic 

Perspectives 

 
  

     CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

Pilar Amaya 
Wildlife Conservation Biology 

 
Eva C. Deans 

Molecular, Systemic, and Integrative Physiology 
 

Efeh Ibojie 
Cultural Heritage and Information Studies 

Alisa Leshchenko 
Mathematics and Machine Learning 

Cognitive Neuroscience 
 

JoAnna P. Monroe 
Language and Literacy 

 
 

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE JANUARY 2025 
 

Kai Ammari 
Art Therapy 
Philosophy 

 
Samantha Leigh Boyce 

Restorative Justice 
 

Emma K. Coyle 
Cultural Performance Studies 

 
Mariama Faye 

Afrocentric Consciousness 
 

Samuel Griffith 
Spanish Language and Latin American Culture 

Arabic Studies 
 
 

Sofiya Koshkalda 
Contemporary Political Discourse 

 
Hamad Naroze 
Story Crafting 

 
Donna Paysepar 
Performing Arts 

 
Giovannah Marveige Philippeaux 

Identity Formation and Creative Expression 
 

Marie Grace Pugliano 
Dance and Creative Arts 

 
Ashera Viking Drury Schwartz 

Urban Ecology 
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE JANUARY 2025 
 

Shiym Luron Anthony Chastanet 
Biological Anthropology 

 
Joseline Illescas 

Science of Movement 
 

Kobi Kobi 
Neuroscience 

Computer Science 
 

Margaret Reid 
Music Business 

 
Karla I. Sanchez Canizalez 

User Experience and Interface Design 

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE JUNE 2025* 
 

Jarin Anzum 
User Experience Design and Research 

 
Arlo Banta 

Environmental Philosophy 
Screenwriting 

 
John Capistrano 
Hermeneutics 

 
Louckenson Dorestil 

Foundations of Criminal Law 
British Literature 

 
Nitu Farhin 

Women in the Health System 
Biopsychosocial Considerations in Health 

 
Sydney Greta Gdanski 

Forensics and Behavioral Science 
 

Mark Hamer II 
Inclusive and Independent Filmmaking 

 
Ana Maria Hernandez-Pfeffer 

Women in Media and Arts Management 
 

Ivona Kulusic-Ho 
International Relations 

Chinese Language and Culture 
 

Annalisa LaPuma 
Sociology 

Multidisciplinary Storytelling 
 

Rebecca Lurie 
Japanese Language and Culture 

 
Emma Rose McCarthy 

Organizational Anthropology 
Business Management 

 

Keyeara Malika Newsome 
Journalism 

 
Sibil Frimponmaa Owusu 
Global Cultural Studies 

Transcultural Film 
 

Steven L. Pacheco 
Social Justice for Cultural Change 

 
Lela Pines 

Creative Advocacy  
 

Michael Poorun 
Game Narrative and Design 

 
Ekaterina Pugachova 

Political Economy 
International Criminal Justice 

 
Vance-Allen Christian Rawles 

Black Gender Studies and Experimental Theatre 
 

Bailey Reeves 
Cognitive Neuroscience 

Biochemistry 
 

Dorothy-Kate Rule 
Libraries for Social Equity 

 
Eva Aygerim Schmidt 

Research Methods 
Asian American Studies 

 
Claire Z. Schwimmer 

Access, Equity and Holistic Health 
 

Maya Elizabeth Sequira 
Music Therapy Foundations 

 
Carl Sharp 

Africana Studies 
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Kim Smith 
Community Journalism 

Public Policy 
 

Stephanie Dieudonne Theolin 
International Political Communication 

 
Jennifer L. Tsuei 
American Studies 

 
Brian Qwalee Summers Wade 

Law and Psychological Anthropology 
 

Karen Wang 
Japanese Language and Culture 

 
Cocoa Yamamoto 

Sustainable Fashion Entrepreneurship 
 

Hao Zhu 
Quantitative Psychology 

 
Andrea Lorena Zorro Martinez 

Child and Developmental Psychology 
Spanish Legal Translation 

 
CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE JUNE 2025* 

 
Deborah Oluwamayokun Adekoya 
Public Health and Human Services 

 
Olivia Faith Augustin 

Public Health in Healthcare Studies 
 

Balwin Bryan 
Database Design and Implementation 

 
Alex Cazan 
Concept Art 

 
Chelsea Chacha 

New Media Content Creation 
Social Influence Marketing 

 
Jean Chen 

Counterterrorism and International Relations 
Cybersecurity 

 
Jonathan Collins 

Business Entrepreneurship and Management 
 

Diana Diakite 
Digital Design and Innovation 

 
Shadasia Maria Diaz Baez 

International Retail and Luxury Management 
 

Nicole Gregorits 
Acoustic Ecology 

 
Adelia Honeywood Harrison 

Restoration Ecology 
 

Yukako Hori 
Morality and Ethics 

Financial Risk 
 
 

Luming Huang 
Technology Integration for Multidisciplinary Arts 

 
Ashley Jean-Francois 

User Experience and Design 
 

Savleen Kaur 
Healthcare Administration 

 
Benicio U. Ladines 

Game Design Education 
 

Byron Madera 
Narrative for Games 

 
Anna Maguire 

Harm Reduction 
 

Anton Mendelsohn 
Russian Studies 

Political Economy 
 

Malia Morioka 
Neurobiology 

Studio Art 
 

Asma Mothana 
Cybersecurity 

 
Liliana Munoz 
Game Design 

 
Yasielle Dana Nunez 
Holistic Psychology 

Creative Communication 
 

Habin Park 
Game Design 

Business Management 
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Kalimah Atreyu Priforce 
Global Executive Leadership 

 
Lakshmi Segura 

Game Character Design 
 

Leah Farrior Streetman 
Arts and Entertainment 

 
Laura B. Villatoro 

Behavioral Neuroscience 
Music History 

 

Tzvia R. Waronker 
Forensic Counseling 

 
Kyle Yang 

Game Programming 
 

Nikolas-Kaan Yilmaz 
Music Business Production and Recording 

Journalism and Media Studies 
 

    CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2025* 

Megumi Shauna Arai 
Borders and Belonging 

 
Isabella Francine Craven 

Performing Arts 
 

Laurel Naomi Creighton 
Cinematic Performance 
Cinemas of Resistance 

 

Amanda Lum 
Game Character Art 

 
Empress Peebles 
Performing Arts 

Contexts of Conflicts 
 

Irteza Tariq 
Language and Metaphysics 

Dance Technique and Composition 
 

 

         CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2025* 

Ella Barr 
Dance Science 

 
Romanus George 
Business Studies 

Jasmine Greenfield 
Applied Mathematics: Data Science and 

Cryptography 
Business Statistics and Quantitative Modeling 

 
Pablo Lopez Duque 

Exercise Physiology and Nutrition Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    *Subject to successful completion of degree requirements 
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CUNY BACCALAUREATE FOR UNIQUE AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 
  

OFFICERS AND STAFF  
Joshua C. Brumberg, President, The Graduate School and University Center  

Norman Carey, Interim Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs, The Graduate School  
and University Center  

Brian A. Peterson, Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration, Dean for Academic Initiatives and 
Strategic Innovation, and Dean for CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies 

Jody Clark Vaisman, Academic Director  
Ann Marie Doering, Registrar 

Peter Altman, Coordinator of Admissions and Recruitment  
Kate McPherson, Senior Academic Advisor  

Rafal Szczurowski, Academic Advisor  
Tracy Mejia Urena, Scholarships and Events Specialist 

Analie Cruz, Assistant Program Officer 
Isabel Griffin, Office Assistant 

  
THE UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE  

 

UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATOR MEMBERS  
                 John Verzani, Chairperson, University Faculty Senate 

            Emily Sohmer Tai, Student Affairs Committee, University Faculty Senate (designee) 
Alicia M. Alvero, Interim Executive Vice Chancellor and University Provost 

G. Michael Guy, University Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies (designee) 
Joshua C. Brumberg, President, The Graduate School and University Center 

Brian A. Peterson, Dean, CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies,  
The Graduate School and University Center (designee)  

Dara N. Byrne, Dean, William E. Macaulay Honors College  
  

FACULTY MEMBERS  
Margaret Carroll, Medgar Evers College  

Bettina Carbonell, John Jay College 
Alex Costley, York College 

Tamrah Cunningham, New York City College of Technology 
Sharona A. Levy, Brooklyn College  

Joanne Spurza, Hunter College  
Emily Sohmer Tai, Queensborough Community College 

  
STUDENT MEMBERS  

Jack Cameron, City College of New York 
Nitu Farhin, Brooklyn College 
Yukako Hori, Baruch College 
Aaron Kim, Hunter College 

Yaritza Sencion, Lehman College 
Kilhah St. Fort, Lehman College 
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CAMPUS COORDINATORS 

  
Elaine Cataletto, Baruch College  

Rolando Jorif, Borough of Manhattan Community College  
Shirley Skelt, Bronx Community College  

Robert Booras, Brooklyn College  
Ana Vasovic, City College  

Dina Pattelli, College of Staten Island  
        Charles Jordan, Stella and Charles Guttman Community College  

Rafael Rosado, Herbert H. Lehman College  
Edwin Diaz, Hostos Community College  

Maureen O’Conor, Hunter College  
Richard Haw, John Jay College of Criminal Justice  

Robert Schacter, Kingsborough Community College 
Karen Miller, LaGuardia Community College  

Georgette Brown, Medgar Evers College  
Julian Williams, New York City College of Technology 

Richard Adams, Queens College  
Peter Bales, Queensborough Community College  

                 Julia Rothenberg, Queensborough Community College  
Chris Washington, School of Labor and Urban Studies  
Jaye-Anne Sartoretto, School of Professional Studies  

Cynthia R. Haller, York College   
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THE GRADUATE SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY CENTER ADMINISTRATION  
  

Joshua C. Brumberg, President 
Norman Carey, Interim Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Brian A. Peterson, Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration, Dean for Academic Initiatives and 
Strategic Innovation, and Dean for CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies  

Wendy DeMarco Fuentes, Vice President for Institutional Advancement and Communications 
Matthew G. Schoengood, Vice President for Student Affairs  

Jose Noriega, Vice President for Information Technology and Chief Information Officer  
Suzanne Piper, Legal Counsel and Labor Designee  

Jessica Morak, Executive Director of Institutional Equity and Chief Diversity Officer 
Martin D. Ruck, Senior Advisor to the President for Diversity and Inclusion  

Monica W. Varsanyi, Associate Provost for Academic Affairs and Dean for Humanities and Social Sciences 
Brian R. Gibney, Interim Dean for the Sciences 

Vincent Deluca, Director of Student Services and Senior Registrar 
Maura Smale, Executive Chief Librarian, Associate Dean 

David Boxill, Executive Director of Human Resources 
Phyllis Schulz, Executive Director of Fellowships and Financial Aid 

John Flaherty, Executive Director of Institutional Services and Director of Public Safety and Security 
  

THE CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK 
OFFICERS OF THE UNIVERSITY  

  
Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, Chancellor  

Alicia M. Alvero, Interim Executive Vice Chancellor and University Provost  
Hector Batista, Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Operating Officer, Acting Senior Vice Chancellor for 

Human Resources & Labor Relations 
Derek Davis, Senior Vice Chancellor for Legal Affairs and General Counsel  

Maite Junco, Senior Vice Chancellor for Communications and Marketing  
Sascha Owen, Senior Vice Chancellor for Strategy & Policy Implementation 

Sherif Soliman, Senior Vice Chancellor for Budget and Finance and Chief Financial Officer 
Lauren Andersen, Vice Chancellor for Career Engagement & Industry Partnerships 

Mohamed Attalla, Vice Chancellor for Facilities Planning, Construction and Management  
Eusebio Formoso, Vice Chancellor for Information Technology and University Chief Information Officer  

Anne Lopes, Interim Vice Chancellor for Academic and Faculty Affairs  
Denise B. Maybank, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs  
Jeffrey Rodus, Vice Chancellor for Government Affairs  

Reine T. Sarmiento, Vice Chancellor for Enrollment Management  
Rosemarie D. Wesson, Associate Vice Chancellor and University Vice Provost for Research 

Rachel Stephenson, Chief Transformation Officer 
Dolly Martínez, Chancellor’s Chief of Staff and Associate Vice Chancellor for the Executive Office  

Gayle M. Horwitz, Secretary of the Board of Trustees and Senior Vice Chancellor 
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THE COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS 
  

Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, Chancellor  

  
Graduate Schools, Honors College, and Professional Schools  

Joshua C. Brumberg, President, The Graduate School and University Center 
Graciela Mochkofsky, Dean, Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism  

Sudha Setty, Dean, School of Law  
Lisa R. Braverman, Dean, School of Professional Studies  

Dara N. Byrne, Dean, William E. Macaulay Honors College  
Ayman El-Mohandes, Dean, Graduate School of Public Health and Health Policy  

Gregory Mantsios, Founding Dean, School of Labor and Urban Studies  

  
  

The Senior Colleges  
S. David Wu, President, Bernard M. Baruch College  
Michelle J. Anderson, President, Brooklyn College  

Vincent G. Boudreau, President, The City College of New York  
Nancy Cantor, President, Hunter College  

Karol V. Mason, President, John Jay College of Criminal Justice  
Fernando Delgado, President, Herbert H. Lehman College  

Patricia Ramsey, President, Medgar Evers College  
Russell K. Hotzler, President, New York City College of Technology  

Frank H. Wu, President, Queens College  
Timothy G. Lynch, President, College of Staten Island  

Claudia V. Schrader, President, York College  

  
  

The Community Colleges  
Anthony E. Munroe, President, Borough of Manhattan Community College  

Milton Santiago, Interim President, Bronx Community College  
Larry D. Johnson, Jr., President, Stella and Charles Guttman Community College  

                  Daisy Cocco De Filippis, President, Eugenio María de Hostos Community College  
Suri Duitch, Interim President, Kingsborough Community College  

Kenneth Adams, President, Fiorello H. LaGuardia Community College  
Christine Mangino, President, Queensborough Community College
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CUNY BACCALAUREATE WISHES TO THANK THE FACULTY MENTORS  
WHO GUIDE AND SUPPORT OUR STUDENTS IN THEIR UNIQUE  

EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY 
 

Alyssa Dana Adomaitis Sabbag Fares Joe McElhaney Christopher Stone 

Alex Alexandrou Mikhail Favorov Christine McKenna Deryn Strange 

Maria Alvarez Kyle Ferguson Michael Menser Kathryn Struthers Ahmed 

Kelly Anderson Paul Forlano Karen Miller Shiryn Sukhram 

David Arnow Nicholas Fortugno Elizabeth Milonas Marisa Tramonatano 

Hosni Auji Hershey Friedman Ricardo Miranda Mikael Vejdemo-Johansson 

Michael Bacon Ana Gantman Javier Moreno-Rivero Marcelo Viana Neto 

Maayan Barkan George Garrastegui Juno Morrow Anja Vojvodic 

Tassneen Bashir Jonathan Gersch Jessica Neuwirth Maria Volpe 

Juan Battle John Stephen Gosnell Naphtali O'Connor Poyen Wang 

Christopher Bonastia  Anna Gotlib Yolanda Ortiz-Rodriguez Michael Waterson 

Barbara Bosch Kat Griefen Yung-Yi Diana Pan Thomas Weiss 

Naomi Braine Grace Hamilton LaRose Parris Osceola Whitney 

George Brunner Marlene Hennessy John Pell Daniel Wong 

David Capps Margrethe Horlyck-Romanovsky Arabella Pollack Bilge Yesil 

Susan Cardenas Jon Horvitz Jesse Prinz  

Dongshin Chang Jamel Coy Hudson Michael Puls  

Peggy Chiang Elizabeth Jeglic Steven Remy  

Ignasi Clemente Pesudo Dijana Jelaca Laura Rifkin  

Diana Conchado Chadwick Jenkins Dow Robbins  

Jeremy Coulliard Romi Kher Lynn Roberts  

Matthew Crump Aaron Kozbelt  Douglas Rushkoff  

Lynda Day Nicole Kras Douglas Salane  

Andrew Demirjian Michael Lacy Deborah Sanders  

Paul Dennis Kim Liao Jonathan Shannon  

Maura Nguyen Donohue Nancy Liu-Sullivan Michael Sheetz  

Elizabeth Edenberg Shuming Lu  Patrycja Sleboda-Sobolev  

Jonathan Ehrenberg Evan Mandery Calvin John Smiley  

Alex Evangelista Ivone Margulies Mark Spicer  

Adesina Fadairo Cara Marshall Philip P.A. Staniczenko  
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CUNY BACCALAUREATE WISHES TO THANK OUR NEW AND 
LONGSTANDING SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTERS: 

  
Thomas W. Smith Foundation  

Barbara J. Price Trust  
Richard and Mary Beth Ketchum  

The Estate of B. Diane Gibson ‘09 
Pennell Somsen ‘15  
Stacey Simons ‘02  
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HONOR YOUR GRADUATE WITH A DONATION TO 
CUNY BACCALAUREATE 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Or search “give” from 
cunyba.cuny.edu 
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              Please join us on social media 
 

@cunybac  
 

@cunybac 
 

                   @cunybac.bsky.social 
 

                     @CUNYBaccalaureate 
 

                     @CUNYBaccalaureate 
 

 
  

      #CUNYBA       #IamCUNYBA  
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