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“American students need to learn to think across disciplines since that’s where most new breakthroughs are made.”  
—Thomas Friedman, New York Times columnist and author  

  
  
  

ABOUT CUNY BACCALAUREATE FOR UNIQUE 
AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

In the late 1960s, a group of faculty and students asked CUNY to allow individual faculty and 
students to define programs of study, with access to courses across campuses. On February 22, 1971, 
the NYS Board of Higher Education authorized a university-wide B.A.; soon after, the B.S. was 
approved. First known as the CUNY Baccalaureate Program and renamed CUNY Baccalaureate for 
Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies in 2008, the degree is commonly called CUNY BA.  

Faculty mentoring is the cornerstone. Over 400 professors have mentored CUNY BA students as 
they have built their individualized degrees, which have ranged from American Revolutionary 
History to Zoological Photography. Student-mentor opportunities have proven invaluable in the 
personal development of CUNY BA students, leading to independent research projects, internships, 
and study abroad opportunities.  

CUNY BA has received grants from renowned foundations and organizations, and was recognized 
by the University Design Consortium, an international organization that challenges public 
universities to develop innovative strategies to address complex issues, and nationally as a top 
military-friendly institution. In addition, CUNY BA has its own academic fellowship established by 
the Thomas W. Smith Foundation and has received a multi-million-dollar bequest from the Barbara 
J. Price estate for fellowships. Since 1994, CUNY BA has funded over 1,300 students.  

Five decades later, the goal of helping students and faculty pursue intellectual innovation continues. 
There are over 8,000 alumni; the majority report that they have received raises and promotions or 
have successfully changed careers, have gone on to graduate school, and are working in careers 
related to their self-designed areas of study.  

cunyba.cuny.edu  
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ORDER OF EXERCISES  
  
  

PROCESSIONAL  
  

OPENING OF CEREMONY  
Margaret Carroll 

Professor of Biology, Medgar Evers College  
Grand Marshal  

  
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 

  
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

Jody Clark Vaisman  
     Academic Director, CUNY Baccalaureate  

  
ON BEHALF OF THE GRADUATE SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY CENTER  

Joshua Brumberg 
Interim President, The Graduate School and University Center 

  
ON BEHALF OF THE CUNY BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Ken Sunshine  
CUNY Board of Trustees  

 
ON BEHALF OF THE FACULTY MENTORS  

Maura Nguyen Donohue 
Associate Professor of Dance, Hunter College  

  
ON BEHALF OF THE GRADUATES  

Emma DeGroff 
June 2024 Graduate  

  
ON BEHALF OF THE ALUMNI 

Vondel Mahon  
CUNY Baccalaureate, 2014; Johns Hopkins, 2019 

Research Project Coordination, University of Maryland School of Medicine 
 

 PRESENTATION OF COMMENCEMENT AWARDS 
 Jody Clark Vaisman  

     Academic Director, CUNY Baccalaureate 
 & 

Malika Pegues 
CUNY Baccalaureate, 2022; Brooklyn College, 2024 

 
REMARKS TO THE GRADUATING CLASS 

Steve Everett  
Provost and Senior Vice President, The Graduate School and University Center  
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CONFERRING OF DEGREES  
Joshua Brumberg 

Interim President, The Graduate School and University Center 
  

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES    
Jody Clark Vaisman 

Academic Director, CUNY Baccalaureate 
& 

Malika Pegues 
CUNY Baccalaureate, 2022; Brooklyn College, 2024 

 
CLOSING REMARKS  

Brian Peterson  
Dean, CUNY Baccalaureate; Senior Vice President of Finance and Administration; Dean of Academic 

Initiatives and Strategic Innovation, The Graduate School and University Center 
  

RECESSIONAL  
  

  
  

MARSHALS FOR THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION  
  

Professor Margaret Carroll, Chairperson, University Committee on CUNY Baccalaureate, Grand 
Marshal  

Peter Altman, Coordinator of Admissions and Recruitment  

Ann Marie Doering, Registrar  

Kate McPherson, Senior Academic Advisor  

Rafal Szczurowski, Academic Advisor  
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2023 

   
Muhammad Z. Deen 

Political and Business Strategy 
Edythe L. Hughes 

Dimensions of Loss and Death 
 

 
  

     CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2023 
 

Milagros Latorres 
Human Service Administration: Youth and Community 

 
Coco Y. Lim 
Biochemistry 

Media Arts in the Sciences 
 

Nafeeur Rahman 
Computer Science 

Philosophy 
 

Luis A. Ramos 
Game Design and Programming 

Media and Communications 
 

  

Justin Salusso 
Performance Arts 

 
Leana R. Santana 

User Experience and Interaction Design and 
Technology 

 
Elizabeth Soto 

Biotechnology and  
Neurodegenerative Diseases 

  
CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE JANUARY 2024 

 

Fergus Baumann 
Applied Psychology 

 
Hajar Berziz 

Documentary Production  
Cultural Studies 

 
Ava Bridges 

Holistic Health and Wellness 
 

Natalie Burkard 
Economics - Behavioral and Neural Approaches 

 
Christian Rafael Chavez 

Game Production 
Music and Sound Design 

 
Ethan K. Eng 

Narrative Writing 
Media Management 

 
 

Riley Gatto 
Psychology of Intimacy 

 
Tatiana Guevara 

Art Therapy 
 

Samiha Hossain 
Public Health Equity and Ethics 

 
Aine Brown Pearson 
Urban Agriculture 

 
Jashua Aurelio Rojas 

Critical Social Responsibility 
Sustainable Intersectional Cannabis Studies 

 
Natalia Sanchez Fermin 

Human Health and Biology 
 

Xinghao Yan 
Kinesiology and Human Behavior 
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CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE JANUARY 2024 
 

Alexandra Acevedo  
Environmental Science and Sociology 

 
Loreta Avdiu 

Cognition, Language & Identity 
 

Brian Boston 
Environmental Studies 

 
Rachael R. Forrest 

Urban Community Development 
 

Richard Garcia 
Graphic Fine Arts 

 

Sabrina Ashlie Long 
Animal Behavior 

 
Carmel Lotan 

Writing, Directing and Producing 
 

Brendan Montenegro 
Digital Marketing and Web Development 

 
Sok Ho Song 

Folding and Fine Art 
Asian Art Studies 

 
Nicole Wu 

Computational Cognitive Sciences 
 

 
CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE JUNE 2024* 

 

Esha Adnan 
Economy of the Oppressed 
International Development 

 
Xavier Aulestia 
Game Studies 

 
Bernard Joseph Austin 

 Expression and Ideology 
 

Emma Rose DeGroff 
Social Justice 

Performing Arts 
 

Randa Wael Elsayed 
Philosophical Perspectives in Art, Law and Justice 

Intergenerational Gender Studies 
 

Gershon Engel 
International Relations and Mideast Studies 

Documentary Film 
 

Margaret Floss 
Socio-Political Approaches to Climate Justice 

 
Eunice R. Gantt 

Media Journalism 
 

Andrea Mabel Guifarro-Sarmiento 
Immigrant Community Organizing 
Applied Public Interest Technology 

 
Kyrie Micaela Hall 
Applied Philosophy 

 

Karim Hinkson-Ouhla 
International Political Economy 

History of Social Change 
 

Craig Hunter 
The Craft of Storytelling 

 
Maya R. F. Kharem 

Acting and Performance 
 

Charlie Le Grice 
International Human Rights and Ethnolinguistic 

Perspectives 
 

Jeszie J. S. Lefkowitz 
Critical Legal and Justice Studies 

 
Elaine Li 

Public Health Research and Policy 
Multidisciplinary Approaches to the Urban Experience 

 
Lenishemarie Lopez 

User-Centered Design 
 

Rebecca Lurie 
Japanese Language and Culture 

 
Mira S. Maxwell 
American Studies 

Visual Culture 
 

Keyeara Malika Newsome 
Multimedia Journalism 
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Joie Ning 
Inter-Asian Politics 
Diaspora Studies 

 
Sann Socheata Ou 

Environmental Economics 
 

Carla G. Sanchez 
Human-Computer Interaction 

 
Jacob Matthew Matis Sheffet 

Contemporary Art History and Practices 
 

Avigail Van Praagh 
Power, Sex and the Gender Caste 

Structural Violence, Critical Othering and Justice 
 

Yamilet Vasquez 
Human Rights & Community Innovation 

Applied Public Interest Technology 
 

Samantha Verdugo 
Health, Society and Human Rights 

Society and Radical Empathy 

 
CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE JUNE 2024* 

 
Siema Alam 

Computer Science 
Applied Psychology 

 
Pilar Amaya 

Wildlife Conservation Biology 
 

Agsa Anjum 
Health and Medicine 

 
Daven Asafo-Agyei 

Human Ecology and Planetary Management 
 

Hila Ester Ben Shetrit 
Technology Management 

 
Muniyat Aishah Choudhury 

Medical Anthropology 
Archaeology 

 
Monet Lavey Forbes 

Communications and Media 
Business Management 

 
Alimata Cynthia Gamene 

Digital Experience Design and Technology 
 

Arianna J. Gonzalez 
Entrepreneurial Hospitality 

 
Nicole Gregorits 
Acoustic Ecology 

 
Barbara Marie Grise 

Cultural Studies 
 

Lydia Catherine Hensler 
Creative Storytelling 

 
 

Ethan Horgan 
Creative Story Telling 

 
Zobia Jamal 

Behavioral Science 
Health and Medicine 

 
Christanie Jeune 

Media Influence and Entrepreneurship 
 

Yuka Kameda 
Dance 
Music 

 
Yumi Kato 

Creative Design 
 

Fardin Khan 
Human Biology 

Public Health Disparities 
 

Julianna Lentini 
Sustainability and Environmental Science 

 
Alisa Leshchenko 

Mathematics and Machine Learning 
Cognitive Neuroscience 

 
Yamila Ortiz 

Reaching the Depths of Ancient History 
Lens Perspective 

 
Khushalee Oza 

Cognitive Neuroscience 
 

Abigail Rojas César 
Cross Cultural Psychology and Organizational 

Management 
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Julie Saadia 
Human Biology 

Middle Eastern Culture and Language 
 

Angela Fernanda Sanchez 
Cultural and Media Insights 

Strategic Marketing 
 

Abigail Libelys Urena 
Atmospheric and Environmental Earth Systems Sciences 

and Entrepreneurship 

 
M. Rose Vollaro 

Business and Sustainability 
 

Niv Yosef 
Statistics and Quantitative Modeling 

Finance 
 

Maybelle Zheng 
Computer Science 

Psychology of Artificial Connection 

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF ARTS DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2024* 

Ashera Drury 
Urban Ecology 

 
Milton Jones 

Theatre: Acting and Directing  
 
 

JoAnna P. Monroe 
Language and Literacy 

 

CANDIDATES FOR THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE DEGREE SEPTEMBER 2024* 

Eva C. Deans 
Molecular Systematic and 

Integrative Physiology 

Efeh Ibojie 
Archives, Cultural Heritage and the Study of 

Museums 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Subject to successful completion of degree requirements.  
Preferred first names are used for commencement; diplomas and transcripts are issued only under legal names. 
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CUNY BACCALAUREATE FOR UNIQUE AND INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES  

  
OFFICERS AND STAFF  

Joshua Brumberg, Interim President, The Graduate School and University Center  
Steve Everett, Provost and Senior Vice President, The Graduate School and University Center  

Brian Peterson, Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration; Dean for Academic Initiatives and 
Strategic Innovation; Dean for CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies 

Jody Clark Vaisman, Academic Director  
Peter Altman, Coordinator of Admissions and Recruitment  

Ann Marie Doering, Registrar  
Kate McPherson, Senior Academic Advisor  

Rafal Szczurowski, Academic Advisor  
Tracy Mejia Urena, Scholarships and Events Specialist 

Analie Cruz, Assistant Program Officer 
Isabel Griffin, Office Assistant 

  
THE UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE  

 

UNIVERSITY ADMINISTRATOR MEMBERS  
                                 John Verzani, Chairperson, University Faculty Senate 

Wendy F. Hensel, Executive Vice Chancellor and University Provost  
G. Michael Guy, University Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies (designee) 
Joshua Brumberg, Interim President, The Graduate School and University Center 

Brian Peterson, Dean, CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies,  
The Graduate School and University Center (designee)  

Dara N. Byrne, Dean, William E. Macaulay Honors College  
  

FACULTY MEMBERS  
Margaret Carroll, Medgar Evers College  

Bettina Carbonell, John Jay College 
Alex Costley, York College 

Tamrah Cunningham, New York City College of Technology 
Sharona A. Levy, Brooklyn College  

Joanne Spurza, Hunter College  
Emily Tai, Queensborough Community College 

  
STUDENT MEMBERS  

Jack Cameron, City College of New York 
Nitu Farhin, Brooklyn College 

Cece Hori, Baruch College 
Yaritza Sencion, Lehman College 
Kilhah St. Fort, Lehman College 
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CAMPUS COORDINATORS  
  

Elaine Cataletto, Baruch College  
Rolando Jorif, Borough of Manhattan Community College  

Shirley Skelt, Bronx Community College  
Robert Booras, Brooklyn College  

Ana Vasovic, City College  
Dina Pattelli, College of Staten Island  

Charles Jordan, Stella and Charles Guttman Community College  
Rafael Rosado, Herbert H. Lehman College  

Edwin Diaz, Hostos Community College  
Maureen O’Conor, Hunter College  

Richard Haw, John Jay College of Criminal Justice  
Robert Schacter, Kingsborough Community College 

Karen Miller, LaGuardia Community College  
Georgette Brown, Medgar Evers College  

Julian Williams, New York City College of Technology 
Richard Adams, Queens College  

Peter Bales, Queensborough Community College  
Julia Rothenberg, Queensborough Community College  

Chris Washington, School of Labor and Urban Studies  
Jaye-Anne Sartoretto, School of Professional Studies  

Cynthia R. Haller, York College   
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THE GRADUATE SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY CENTER ADMINISTRATION  
  

Joshua Brumberg, Interim President, The Graduate School and University Center 
Steve Everett, Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Brian Peterson, Senior Vice President for Finance and Administration; Dean for Academic Initiatives and 
Strategic Innovation; Dean for CUNY Baccalaureate for Unique and Interdisciplinary Studies  
Wendy DeMarco Fuentes, Vice President for Institutional Advancement and Communications 

Matthew Schoengood, Vice President for Student Affairs  
Jeff Barnes, Interim Assistant Vice President for Information Technology and Chief Information Officer  

Susan Piper, Legal Counsel and Labor Designee  
Jessica Morak, Executive Director of Institutional Equity and Chief Diversity Officer 

Martin Ruck, Senior Advisor to the President for Diversity and Inclusion  
Monica W. Varsanyi, Interim Associate Provost and  

Dean for Humanities and Social Sciences 
Brian R. Gibney, Interim Dean for the Sciences 

Maura Smale, Executive Chief Librarian  
Vincent Deluca, Director of Student Services and Senior Registrar 

David Boxill, Executive Director of Human Resources 
Phyllis Schulz, Executive Director of Fellowships and Financial Aid 

John Flaherty, Executive Director of Institutional Services and Director of Public Safety  
  

OFFICERS OF THE UNIVERSITY  
  

Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, Chancellor  
Wendy F. Hensel, Executive Vice Chancellor and University Provost  

Hector Batista, Executive Vice Chancellor and Chief Operating Officer  
Derek Davis, Senior Vice Chancellor for Legal Affairs & General Counsel 

Glenda Grace, Senior Vice Chancellor for Institutional Affairs, Strategic Advancement and Special Counsel  
Doriane K. Gloria, Senior Vice Chancellor for University Human Resources & Labor Relations 

Sherif Soliman, Senior Vice Chancellor for Budget & Finance and Chief Financial Officer 
Alicia M. Alvero, Vice Chancellor for Academic & Faculty Affairs 

Mohamed Attalla, Vice Chancellor for Facilities Planning, Construction & Management  
Eusebio Formoso, Vice Chancellor for Information Technology and University Chief Information Officer 

James D. Gallo, Vice Chancellor for University Advancement  
Maite Junco, Vice Chancellor for Communications and Marketing  

Denise B. Maybank, Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 
Jeffrey Rodus, Vice Chancellor for Government Affairs  

Reine T. Sarmiento, Vice Chancellor for Enrollment Management  
Dolly Martinez, Chancellor's Chief of Staff and Associate Vice Chancellor for the Executive Office  

Rachel Stephenson, Chief Transformation Office 
Gayle M. Horwitz, Senior Advisor to the Chancellor and Secretary of the Board of Trustees  
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THE COUNCIL OF PRESIDENTS 
  

Félix V. Matos Rodríguez, Chancellor  

  
Graduate Schools, Honors College, and Professional Schools  

Joshua Brumberg, Interim President, The Graduate School and University Center 
Graciela Mochkofsky, Dean, Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism  

Sudha Setty, Dean, School of Law  
Lisa R. Braverman, Dean, School of Professional Studies  

Dara N. Byrne, Dean, William E. Macaulay Honors College  
Ayman El-Mohandes, Dean, Graduate School of Public Health and Health Policy  

Gregory Mantsios, Founding Dean, School of Labor and Urban Studies  

  
  

The Senior Colleges  
S. David Wu, President, Bernard M. Baruch College  
Michelle J. Anderson, President, Brooklyn College  

Vincent Boudreau, President, The City College of New York  
Ann Kirschner, Interim President, Hunter College  

Karol V. Mason, President, John Jay College of Criminal Justice  
Fernando Delgado, President, Herbert H. Lehman College  

Patricia Ramsey, President, Medgar Evers College  
Russell K. Hotzler, President, New York City College of Technology  

Frank H. Wu, President, Queens College  
Timothy G. Lynch, President, College of Staten Island  
Claudia V. Schrader, Interim President, York College  

  
  

The Community Colleges  
Anthony E. Munroe, President, Borough of Manhattan Community College  

Milton Santiago, Interim President, Bronx Community College  
Larry D. Johnson, Jr., President, Stella and Charles Guttman Community College  

Daisy Cocco De Filippis, President, Eugenio María de Hostos Community College  
Suri Duitch, Interim President, Kingsborough Community College  

Kenneth Adams, President, Fiorello H. LaGuardia Community College  
Christine Mangino, President, Queensborough Community College
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CUNY BACCALAUREATE WISHES TO THANK THE FACULTY MENTORS 
WHO GUIDE AND SUPPORT OUR STUDENTS IN THEIR UNIQUE 

EDUCATIONAL JOURNEY 
 

Amy Adamczyk Tami Gold Jessica Neuwirth 

Philip Alcabes Karen Goodlad Pilar Newton 

Elizabeth Alsop J. Stephen Gosnell Margaret Pamplin 

Andrew Arlig Kat Griefen Moses Philips 

Punit Arora Daniel Harris Joshua Plotnik 

Maayan Barkan Mustafa Hussein Arabella Pollack 

Maryann Biehl Andrea Irias Alicia Reid 

Sarah Bishop Ryan Keberle Matthew Reilly 

Laura Blitzer Catherine Kemp Elizabeth Reis 

Barbara Bosch Lynda Klich Lisa Rose 

Jacqueline Brown Yasha Klots Susanna Rosenbaum 

Patricia Cai Nicole Kras Douglass Rushkoff 

James Cantres Elliot Larson Jennifer Rutledge 

David Capps Anru Lee Issa Salame 

Susan Cardena Sarah Levitan Mehdi Samimi 

Joel Carreiro Nancy Liu-Sullivan Irina Silber 

Karanja Carroll David Lohman Calvin John Smiley 

Margaret Carroll Ronald Long William Solecki 

Hector Cordero-Guzman Jennifer Mangels  Carolyn Somerville 

Jeremy Couillard Robyn Marasco Karen Stern-Gabby 

Kathleen Cumiskey Christine McKenna Christopher Stone 

Jessie Daniels Robert Melara Marina Stopler 

James De Lorenzi Michael Menser Kathryn Struthers Ahmed 

Krista Dobi Christopher Meyer Mikael Vejdemo-Johansson 

Maura Donohue Glen Milstein Janice Walters 

Dawn Dugan Ricardo Miranda Naren Weiss 

Shana Elbaum  Juno Morrow Thomas Weiss 

Nermin Eyuboglu Gregory Mosher Daniel Wong 

Anthony Farina Sarah Muir Tracy Wong 

Hector Fernandez Matthew Nagler Chester Zarnoch 

Kevin Foster Roni Natov Zhigang Zhu 

Doron Friedman Rishi Nath  
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CUNY BACCALAUREATE WISHES TO THANK OUR NEW AND 
LONGSTANDING SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTERS: 

  
Thomas W. Smith Foundation  

Barbara J. Price Trust  
Richard and Mary Beth Ketchum  

The Estate of B. Diane Gibson, ‘09 
Pennell Somsen ’15  
Stacey Simons ’02  

 

  
  

HONOR YOUR GRADUATE WITH A DONATION TO  
CUNY BACCALAUREATE  

 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Please join us on social media  
  

 facebook.com/cunybac  
 
@cunybac  
 
@cunybac  

  
 #CUNYBA  #IamCUNYBA  

Or search “give” from 
cunyba.cuny.edu 


